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MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST WORKSHEET

NOMINATION FORM
for the
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NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES, NATIONAL PARKS SERVICE

C OMMON:

Snow Hill

ANO/OR HISTORIC:

£2,

LQCAT“”“ - Sl nms i S . D

STREET ANC NUMBER:

Tufton Avenue and Mantua Mill Road

CITY OR TOWN:

Glyndon
STATE COUNTY:
_ Maryland
{3 CLASSIFICATION = . _ i
CATEGORY ACCESSIBLE
OWNERSHIP STATUS
(Check One) s TO THE PUBLIC
] District X Building- | Public Public Acquisitian: K] Occupied Yes:
[ Site [ Structure Privote [ In Process [0 Unoccupied [J Restricted
[J Object [OJ Both [0 Being Considered [ Preservotion work [J Unrestricted
in progress @ No
PRESENT USE (Check One or Mare as Appropriate)
R Agricuitural ] Government [J Park {3 Tronspartotion [J Comments
{3 Commercial [J tndustrial X] Privote Residence [] Other (Specity)
(O Educationol O Militery [J Retigious
J Entertainment O Museum [ Scientific

_ OWNER OF PROPERTY

WNER'S N AME:

Nancy B, Martin

STREET AND NUMBER:

Snow Hill

CITY OR TOWN:

Glyndon

STATE:

£5: 1

LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION

COURTHOUSE, REGISTRY OF OEEOS, ETC:

Baltimore County Courthouse

STREET AND NUMBER:

Washington Avenue

CITY OR TOWN: STATE

Towson

Title Ref

TITLE OF SURVEY:

None
OATE OF SURVEY: [ Federo! [J Stote {J Caunty [ Local
DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS:
STREET ANO NUMBER:
CITY OR TOWN: STATE:
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7. DESCRIPTION

{Check One)

CONDITION @ Excellent [J Geood {3 Fair [ Deteriarated {3 Ruins ) ‘Unexpased
(Check One) (Check One)
Altered [ Uncltered ] Maved Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT 24D ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

SNOW HILL is a five bay, two and one-hzlt storey, gambrel roof briek
houss with two flush end chimneys at either end; 1t has & lower two bay, two
and one-hslf storey gembrel roof service wing suvtached st the east (right)
end, behind which is a two bay, two s3torey g=ble roof kitchen wing, bonded
and continuous with the gsmbrei roof front portion, which is, in turn bonded
with tne main house, although not continuous, or flush, with it.

Visible patterns in the brickwork indicate that the main house wss
originally about half its present depth, and had a gsbled roof; the tront
chimneys on each end were originally centered on the ridge. Two distinct
periods can be seen in the brickwork of the service wings, although an orig-
inal roof shspe cannot be dstermined. This house was gutted by fire in the
20th century, and only portions of the exterior walls are early.

A1l originel brickwork is of common bond with every sixth course
headers,

The principle entrance, centered on the south front, is sheltered by
a one bay, one storey Tuscan portico with an eliptically=-arched ceiling,
dsting from the 20th century, designed in the manner of several Anne Arundel
County (Maryland) examples of ca. 1800, The front door, with its semi-
circular trsnsom and sidelights, forms a Palladian motif,

Windows are 6/6, and have louvred blinds. Jack arches, one and one-

half bricks in height, support masonry above, Three dormers on each side

light the attic storey, while two on the south light the attic of the wing.
Fenestration of the north front defines but four bays, and the lowver
openings are all French doors.

A four columned porch of the Tuscan order, with a flst roof and

{continued)
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SEE

PERIOD (Check One or More es Appropriate)

[ Pre-Calumbian [ 16th Century [ 18th Century X1 20th Century
O 15th Century [ 17th Century 19th Century

SPECIFIC DATE!(S) (If Applicable and Known)

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate)

Abor iginal [0 Education O Palitical O Urban Plonning
[ Prehistoric [ Engineering [ Religion/Phi. &0 Other (Specity)
[ Historic [ tndustry lasaphy - her_Q_':I:LC_ing__
Agriculture [ Invention ] Science
B Architecture ‘0 Landscope 3 Sculpture
O At Architecture O Secial/Human-
[ Cammerce [ Literature itorian
[0 Communicatians O Military [ Theater
[ Canservatian O Music [ Transportatian

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Spectacularly situated on a prominent hill, Snow Hill overlooks the
site of the famous Marylsnd Hunt Cup steeplechase, first run in 12394. The
race is over a four-mile course with twenty-two jumps and is the high
point in Spring racing in Maryland. It drsws thousands of onlookars from
near and far who watch from the front lawn of this property.

The house is located to the northwest of the intersection of Mantua
Mill Road and Tufton Avenue on a trsct of land which was the part of
Nicholson's Manor purchased in 1757 by Kinsey Johns., It passed through
his, Richard, to his grandson, John Johns, who is reputed to have built the
house, Ssid to hsve been a gracious host who sntertained often on a grend
scale, John Johns died st Snow Hill in 1857, He was one of the first vestr;
men of St. John's BEpiscopal Church, Worthington Valley, and in 1842, built
the rectory there at his own expense,

Pollowing his death, since Johns wass » bachelor, the dwelling was
inherited by a nephew, John Tolley Johns of Dover. The house and farm were

rented during the next twenty-five yoars and then sold as a result of a

1930's but it was rebuilt and enlsrged from a moder: tely-sized home of a

A disastrous tire destroyed a major part of Snow Hill during the early

r—

dispute over the will of John Tolley Johns. The purchaser was John C, Bosley.

Lits early 19th century appesrance.

prosperous farmer into a 20th century mansion, skillfully designed to rotaiﬂ.
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B BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES = =0 7 o

Pederal Direct Tax Assessment of 1798,

Bsltimore County Tax Assessments: 1823, 1876, 13896, 1911.

Land Recoras Liver B #G folio 10 etc.

Circuit Court of Baltimore County Equity Liber 122 folio 573

Sale of psrt of Nicholson's Manor to Kinsey Johns: Beltimore County Land

[10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA

. & - -
LATITUDE AND LDNGITUDE CDORDINATES LATITUDE AND LDNGITUDE COORDINATES
DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOGATING THE PROPERTY (o] DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY
R OF LESS THAN TEN ACRES
GDRNER LATITUDE LDNGITUDE LATITUDE LONGITUDE
Degrees Minutes Seconds | Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds
NW ° . » ° ' » ° , . ° , "
NE o ) » -] ’ »
SE o » » o ’ »
SW o I . o . »
APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY: 251 acras

Acreage Justification:

f11. FORM PREPARED BY

NAME AND TiITLE:

Gatherine F, Black and James T, Wollom, Jr, AIf

ORGAN!IZATIDN

Worthington Valley Historicsl District Project

CATE

Jan, 1, 1976

STREET AND NUMBER:

1714 Bellemore Road .

CITY DR TDWN: STATE

Bsltimore

Meryland

12, . . . .
**JState Liaison Officer Review: (Office Use Only)

Significance of this property is:
a a a

National State Local

Signature
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Worthkington Valley

Hisbt-rical District

Continuation Sheet

Question 7

trellis railing, shelters the two centrsl bays, A lsrge flst roofed sun porch,
three brick srches wide by fiva brick srches deep, is attached at the west end.

Inside, a center hall with principal staircs=se, and one room on each side,
define the original house, The north addition, doubling the depth of the house,
is divided betwesn two rooms of equsl size. The interiors, entirsly replaced
after tha fire, reflect the early ninete~nth century: srchitraves have corner
blocks; the round mahogany stair ra2il is supported by two taperad round bslusters
per tread, and terminstes in » scroll at the bottom; step ends a2re scrolled, The
mant=]l of the west room has flutad Greek Doric columnsj mzntels cf the two north
rooms are embellished with Adamesque details, Howsver, some rooms were restyled
in a Georgian motif of fully raised paneled walls, and the northsast room's fire-
place is flanked by semi-circular cupboards with a carvad shell motif in the half-
dome top.

Trees are smallsr than would be expected around a house of this age, due to
the devastation of hurricanes, East of the house is a smallish, two storey brick

barn with decorsztive ventilstors crested by omitted brick,
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